COMPUTER GENTERS

Crossing the Digital Divide

The problem is that schoolchildren in the impoverished
rural areas of Guatemala have never had access to
technology. Thus they continue to fall behind their
urban peers. Our program secks to bridge this divide
by creating computer centers within underprivileged
schools. These centers are self-sustaining: students
pay a small user fee into a fund to replace computer
equipment as it wears out. These centers give
middle school students the skills they need to secure
technology-based jobs, which is key to breaking the
cycle of poverty.

PROJECT BENEFITS

* Empowers local people to help themselves.
It’s not a “giveaway.”

¢ Is self-sustaining after initial investment.

* Improves grades by up to 30% and the overall
quality of education by 70%.

¢ Collaborates with a highly-regarded non-profit
organization (the Cooperative for Education—CoEd)
with over ten years of experience in the region.

* Enjoys strong relationships with Rotary clubs in
Guatemala that oversee the projects.

* Benefits a rural, indigenous population, historically
the target of discrimination and marginalization.

* Not a cent of the money raised goes toward

administration or fundraising,

' INTERESTED!

WHAT'S THE NEXT STEP

For an information packet, including a PowerPoint

presentation, contact us at: literacyproject@fuse.net

Visit our website!

www.guatemalaliteracy.com.

If your club would like to contribute:
CoEd processes all checks for the GLP. Please send
your check payable to “Guatemala Literacy Project” to:
CoEd, 2730 Hyde Park Avenue,
Cincinnati, OH 45209.

REGI0NAL COORDINATORS quatemala |

CALITERACY PROJECT

A partnership between North American &
Guatemalan Rotary clubs and the non-profit
organization, Cooperative for Education

Guatemala Literacy Project
Coordinated by:

Rotary Club of Ephrata, WA (D.5060)
14259 Wenatchee Av. NW
Ephrata, WA 98823
literacyproject@fuse.net

www.guatemalaliteracy.com
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Studies show that the use of books in the classroom

improves grades by up to 30% and comprehension and

interest in subject matter by over 70%. These books,

printed in Guatemala, are in the four core subjects of

math, science, language, and social studies.
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MiNI-LIBRARIES

Many rural children in Guatemala have never

WRY GURTEMALA?

Guatemala has one of the lowest literacy rates in the

Western Hemisphere. In some regions, nearly two

out of every three adults cannot read or write. .
y opened a book. Books are absent from their

A contributing factor to Guatemala’s literacy crisis is

schools and homes. The GLP’s mini-libraries—set up
the near-absence of reading materials. Over 90% of

in the schools—provide youths access to books
schools lack textbooks and library books; most have

. of many genres, along with reference materials
no computers. Guatemalan schoolchildren graduate

that enhance classroom learning.
without the skills needed to get good jobs and break

the cycle of poverty.

The Guatemala Literacy Project (GLP) promotes

lifelong reading and writing skills in Guatemala by

providing badly-needed textbooks, library materials, and

HOW THE PROJECT WORRS

ensure that no child in Guatemala grows up without the The Guatemala Literacy Project (GLP) matches

gift of both traditional and technological literacy. Rotary clubs in North America with needy schools in

100% SELF-SUSTAINING

The most innovative aspect of this program is that it is

computers to impoverished schools. Our goal is to

financially self-sufficient. Rental programs are set up
Guatemala. These clubs raise funds to purchase in each school in which students pay the school a small

textbooks, library materials and/or computers. fee to use a set of textbooks (4 books) for the year.

One hundred percent of GLP donations goes directly This creates a fund for replacing the books as they

to supporting the project. Zero percent goes to wear out, guaranteeing that the program will survive

.. . .. i tuity.
administration or fundralslng. 1 perpeturty



	Text2: 2010-2011 GLP Statistics

193 textbook projects
43 computer centers
32,548 students using textbooks
153,149 textbooks in circulation
15,266 students using computers
163 Rotary tour veterans
355 contributing clubs
49 mini-libraries



