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.and Chxmaltenango, Gua-
temala.

“The students and their par-
ents were 8o gracious,” Jim
Schenk said. “Some of the par-
ents thanked me with tears in
their eyes, telling me they
themselves could not read or
write, but hoped the textbooks
would make all the difference
for their children.”

Beth Schenk was equally
touched. “These parents work
hard, and they want to help
thelr children, they Jjust don’t
have the means,” she said. “It
seems like we are doing such a
small part, but it is gomg to
make all the difference.”

The program is making a big
difference for teachers. A sur-
vey of participating schools
found teachers saying the addi-

. tion of textbooks enables them
to double the amount of work
they can complete in one class.

“The teachers feel the books
have increased the quality of
education in terms of retention,
enthusiasm for material, and
the students ability to analyze
information,” Joe Berninger
said.

“It is hard to understand the
struggles schools face here,”
adds Jim Schenk. “It is cer-
tainly very different from my
expenence at Lima Central
Catholi

Schenk credits his expen-
ences at LCC as part of the rea-
son he got involved with the aid

" project. He attend LCC from
1981-1985. |
His father, Jim Schenk Sr., of

the Lima area, agrees, “I th;gk
Father Herr and Jim’s own
mother were instrumental jn
influencing his desire to per-
form social work. Both Jim and
Beth consider it a privilege to be
able to help.”

The Schenks live in Cincin-
nati, where he is a senior map-
ager in corporate ﬁnanc?gr

Federated Department Stores

and she is an account executjve

for Yellow Book, USA. -
The Schenks said their

rience in, Guatemala was

“When you see that level of
struggle, it puts life into per-
spective,” said Jim Schenk. t
also makes you want to,
more, both here at home and
there.”

Beth Schenk agrees. “Tkls
was an opportunity for us.to
make a difference in the livesgf
these children and help themin
the same way someone has
helped us in the past,” she sajd.
Pay it forward.”

The Schenks say they haye
barely unpacked, and are al-
ready to return to help. The
Berningers are hoping their
program can help the people of
Guatemala, and other Third
World countries. /

Jeff Berninger says it wﬁl'be
his life’s work.

“We have created a model
here that is working. My dredin
is that it can be rephcatedwhdr—

ever it is need

Stacey Walsh, also a colle
MandoftheBenﬂngenand
Schenk, also traveled'to
Guatemala as a volunteer: ~e

ife-



