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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Save the Date for the
2009 Chief of Party (COP)
Conference
The International Development Group
(IDG) will hold its fourth COP Conference
from October 5–9, in Research Triangle
Park (RTP), NC. Serving as a forum to
foster dialogue among field practitioners,
home office staff, IDG, and RTI
International corporate management,
the COP Conference proposes best
practices and multidisciplinary strategies
for meeting health, governance,
economic, education, information and
communication technology, and conflict
challenges. Thirty COPs, deputy COPs,
and regional office directors will attend,
representing 20 of IDG’s 40 field projects.
The Conference has been a regular feature
of IDG’s annual calendar since 2006,
drawing participation from across the
institute and RTI’s founding universities.
This year’s Conference promises to be
an exciting event, with panel topics
ranging from a review of current U.S.

foreign assistance directions under
the new Obama Administration and
the role of mobile technology as a tool
for development to new approaches in
monitoring and reporting performance
impact to clients and stakeholders.
“The COP Conference represents IDG’s
continuing commitment to providing
the best qualified COPs in the field, who
can oversee the projects that provide
quality services to both our clients and
the citizens of the countries in which we
work. These efforts are directly related to
the RTI mission of improving the human
condition around the globe,” states Bert
Maggart, IDG executive vice president.
Maggart
All IDG staff are invited to attend
sessions that target their specific interests
and responsibilities. Social highlights
of the Conference include a reception
with RTI senior management on
October 5, and a barbeque dinner on
October 8, both on the RTI campus.

IDG Online Updates News
Stories Weekly
Every week, IDG Online, IDG’s Web
site (http://staffnet.rti.org/research/
idg/), features an IDG-related news story
on its front page. Stories are changed
every Monday. Archives of previous
IDG articles are available by going to
IDG Online and clicking on the “News
Archive” link under “Quick Links.”
Previous news articles highlighted IDG
projects, including the new Botswana
office address, a publication from the
National Malaria Control Programme
in Mainland Tanzania and Zanzibar
project, and project activities for the
Kosovo Effective Municipalities Initiative
and Strategic Alliances for Investment
(Alianzas) Project in Guatemala.
Every submission to the brIDGe will be
considered for publication on IDG Online.
Articles that are published online will also
be included in the brIDGe or the brIDGe
Project Supplement, as appropriate. Submit
your articles to: thebridge@rti.org.

PEOPLE
analyst, Education and Policy Systems
(EPS) (July, 5 years)
Kirk, research
In July and August, the following milestones • Jennifer Van Kirk
analyst,
EPS
(August,
5 years)
were celebrated:

Staﬀ News

• Richard Cartier,
Cartier COP, Senegal Water and
Sanitation Program (August, 10 years)
• Fathi Kraiem,
Kraiem senior research governance
specialist, Center for Governance and
Economic Growth (CGEG) (July, 5 years)
• Abhijit Nimbalkar
Nimbalkar, research education

Congratulations to Dickinson and Angela
Gould, acting director of the Business
Gould
Proposal Team, on the arrival of their
second child Alistair Veazey Gould. Alistair
was born on June 17, a little after 4pm. He
weighed 7 pounds 2 ounces and measured
25 inches.

Alistair Veazey Gould
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FOCUS ON: AARON WILLIAMS (continued)
A Life-long Commitment
to Development
At RTI, Aaron has provided
leadership and representation in the
development of strategic partnerships
with the USG, international
organizations, and global
corporations involved in international
development activities. His eﬀorts
have been pivotal in expanding RTI’s
involvement within the international
development community, in shaping
policy, and implementing assistance
programs sponsored by the USG
and other multilateral donors.
In 2008, Aaron served on one of the
Obama Administration transition
teams charged with conducting
a comprehensive review of U.S.
foreign assistance programs.
According to Bert, “Aaron’s service with
RTI has been inspirational for all those
who know him, a quality he will use to
guide the Peace Corps into the future.”
Prior to joining RTI, Aaron served
as a senior oﬃcial at USAID, where

he reached the rank of career minister
in the Senior Foreign Service. He also
served as executive vice president of
the International Youth Foundation
in Baltimore, MD, from 1998 to
2002. His awards include the USAID
Distinguished Career Service Award
in 1998 and the Presidential Award for
Distinguished Service in 1988 and 1992.
Aaron also served on the Advisory
Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid at
USAID. He has extensive experience in
the strategic design and management
of assistance programs in Africa, Asia,
Latin America, and the Middle East.
He is a member of the Council on
Foreign Relations, and he serves on
the Advisory Board of the Ron Brown
Scholar Program, the Board of Directors
of CARE, and the Board of Directors of
the National Peace Corps Association.
Aaron ﬁrst became involved with the
Peace Corps more than 40 years ago.
He served as a Peace Corps volunteer in
the Dominican Republic in 1967–1970;
following that, he worked as the
coordinator of minority recruitment

and project evaluation oﬃcer for the
Peace Corps in Chicago in 1970–1971.
“Aaron’s nomination brings great
credit to RTI and IDG. We all wish
him the best as he moves into a
new role in his life,” noted Bert.
“While we will miss Aaron tremendously,
we are extremely proud of his many
accomplishments at RTI and conﬁdent
that he leaves behind a legacy of
excellence through his accomplishments
and the mentoring of our many
International Development Group staﬀ
members,” Dr. Haynes said in her message.
She urged staﬀ members to join her in
congratulating Aaron and wishing him
well as he begins his conﬁrmation process.
To view Aaron’s conﬁrmation hearing
statement, go to:
http://foreign.senate.gov/testimony/2009/
WilliamsTestimony090729p.pdf.
Photos of the hearing are available
here: http://www.ﬂickr.com/photos/
senchrisdodd/sets/72157621760839363/
detail/.

OUT AND ABOUT
Amber Gove
Gove, EPS senior research analyst,
participated in a symposium, titled Beyond
Access: Effective Reading for All. Held on
March 30 in Washington
Washington, DC
DC, at the
Carnegie Institute for International Peace,
Amber led a panel, titled “The Early Grade
Reading Assessment (EGRA).” She also
led a breakout session on “Assessment.”
A PDF of the report that contains
talking points from the symposium is
available at: http://www.reading.org/
Libraries/Association_documents/
GlobalPerspectivesReport2009.sflb.ashx.

supports secondary schools across
rural Guatemala by providing
textbooks and computer equipment
to students and conducting training
for teachers, principals, students, and
parents on the use and care of books
and computer equipment. COED also
provides disadvantaged students with

financial support to attend schools. The
organization actively works to involve local
communities in developing sustainable
plans to continue education programs
beyond the life of the project’s grants.
Since 1996, COED has served more than
25,000 students across Guatemala.

(left to right) Conchita
de Aragon and
Cynthia de Aguila
with COED program
staff.

Aguila, Alianzas/
In April, Cynthia de Aguila
Guatemala deputy COP, and Conchita de
Aragon, Alianzas/Guatemala scholarship
coordinator, presented an RTI Community
Partnership Award to Asociación
Cooperación para la Educación (COED).
As a partner in the USAID-funded
Alianzas/Guatemala Project, COED
continued

