Guatemala Literacy Program is impacting poverty
By Dr. Gerrit Terpstra
D5490 Rotary Foundation Co-Chair

Carolee and I just
returned from Guatemala. We want to
thank The Rotary
Foundation for being
part of our Guatemala
Literacy Program
(GLP), and also thank
the districts, clubs and
Rotarians who participated.
This was Carolee’s 7th and my third
trip to Guatemala. The goal is to break
the cycle of poverty through education.
About 40 Rotarians and 10 others from
the GLP made a 9-day trip through the
Highlands of Guatemala to bring
schoolbooks (for grades 7, 8 and 9) to
faraway outposts of a culture that was
once in some aspects superior to that
of the Spaniards who conquered them.
Thanks to The Rotary Foundation and
their Matching Grants program that

made this possible, those Rotarians left
with feelings of gratitude toward these
beautiful Mayan children, their parents
and their teachers. Although the
outside temperatures were quite low,
and the winds were icy, our hearts were
warm. We visited 30 schools,
presented about 25,000 books and
opened several computer labs.
We had wonderful fellowship with
Rotarians of a different part of the world.
All of this would not be possible
without the spirit of Rotary and the
contributions of fellow Rotarians via our
Foundation.
Muchas Gracias,
Gerrit & Carolee Terpstra
P.S.: For information about this
program, check out this website:
www.coeduc.org, email coed@fuse.net,
or email us to join in next year.

AZ PETS features outstanding speakers
Dynamic Past District
Governor Cathy Smith,
from Minneapolis, MN,
is returning to AZ PETS
this year by popular
demand. Many clubs
are interested in the
Visioning process she
has helped develop to assist clubs and
districts with their long-range planning.

Rotary World Peace
Scholar
Pamela
Broussard’s moving
message about her
experiences working
with the women of
Afghanistan will be one
of the highlights of the
weekend leadership training event. She
speaks at breakfast on Saturday.

Dr. Phil Silvers from
Tucson, our own RI
Director for Zones 25 &
26, will be the featured
speaker at the Friday
night dinner. Phil and
Kathleen have been
traveling extensively
around the world this
past year on Rotary assignments. He
will bring a perspective on Rotary that
incoming club leaders will especially
appreciate.

RI Director-Elect Tom
Thorfinnson, from
Eden Prairie, MN, will
bring a timely message
about Rotary’s needed
role in reshaping the
ethics of our troubled
society. He is General
Counsel for the Accra
Group of Companies, a $35 million a year
non-profit providing health care services
to those in need. AZ PETS is being held
at the Mesa Hilton, March 6-7.

DS Dan’s Tips
Dan W. Messersmith
District Secretary
(928) 715-0579
dmess@ctaz.com

Club Reminder
District Governor Elect, Jeanie Morgan,
has numerous items of Rotary business
to get in place before she transitions to
DG in July. She and incoming District
Secretary, Larry Thornton need all of our
clubs to respond to requests on a timely
basis. It is extremely important that all
incoming club officers continue to work
diligently in getting prepared for the next
Rotary year.

District Conference 2009
The 2009 District Conference committee
is making great progress and is an event
you will not want to miss. The dates are
May 15-17, 2009 at the Prescott Resort
in Prescott.
Display tables are being provided for
clubs and other Rotary entities in our
district to put up an exhibit at the
conference highlighting a project or
projects they are currently doing. There
is no cost to reserve a table, but the
number is limited. To reserve your table
and get a copy of the requirements,
please contact me by email
(dmess@ctaz.com) as soon as
possible.
Display tables are also available for
vendors to show and sell wares at the
conference. There is a $50 fee for vendor
tables. Again, the number of tables is
limited so contact me by email
(dmess@ctaz.com) as soon as possible
to reserve a table.

District Conference 2009 /
Council on District Legislation
(CODL):
An important part of the District
Conference is the Council on District
(Continued on p. 5)
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